Beyond DSM: the role of auditory processing in attention and its disorders.
This article reviews and synthesizes recent research regarding auditory processing, attention, and their roles in generating both adaptive and maladaptive behavioral responses. Research in these areas is beginning to converge on the role of polymorphisms associated with catecholamine metabolism and transport, particularly the neurotransmitter dopamine. The synthesis offered in this article appears to be the first to argue that genetic differences in dopamine metabolism may be the common factor in four disparate disorders that are often observed to be comorbid, i.e., attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, auditory processing disorders, developmental language disorders, and reading disorders.